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SUBJECT: CONTINUED CRITICISM OF GOH REFORM PLANS 
REF: TEGUCIGALPA 0836 

1. ARTICLE WHICH APPEARED IN TIEMPO ON MARCH 4 STATES 

THAT "FORCES" OPPOSED TO THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN HAD 
STARTED INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN AIMED AT DISCREDITING THE 
REFORM PLANS OF THE LOPEZ REGIME. STORY STATED THAT FULL 
PAGE AD HAD BEEN PURCHASED IN LA HORA OF GUATEMALA CITY TO 
PUBLISH STATEMENTS CRITICAL OF THE GOVERNMENT. STATEMENTS 
INCLUDED THOSE OF ROBERTO RAMIREZ, PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME 
COURT AND FERNANDO LARDIZABAL. PRESIDENT OF THE CATTLEMEN S 
ASSOCIATION, DECLARING THEIR OPPOSITION TO AN AGRARIAN REFORM 
PROPOSED THAT HAD BEEN LEAKED TO THE PUBLIC BUT WHICH HAD NOT 
BEEN APPROVED BY THE GOVERNMENT. AD ALSO INCLUDED STATEMENT 
BY RAFAEL BARD ALES BUESO, PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONALIST PARTY, 
CRITICIZING THE ILLEGITIMATE AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL 
NATURE OF THE REGIME. 
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2. LARDIZABAL MADE STATEMENT ON MARCH 4 THAT DENIED ANY 
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INVOLVEMENT IN PAYING FOR AD AND SAID THAT HE HAD NEVER 
CALLED THE GOVERNMENT PRO-COMMUNIST. HE COMMENTED THAT THE 
LAND OWNERS AND CATTLEMEN HAVE THE SAME RIGHT AS ANY OTHER 
SECTOR OF SOCIETY TO DEFEND THEIR RIGHTS AND IN CRITICIZING 
THE AGRARIAN REFORM PROPOSAL THEY WERE DOING NO MORE THAN 
EXERCISING THOSE RIGHTS. HE REMARKED THAT HE WAS ALSO 
OPPOSED TO HAVING HONDURAN INTERNAL DIFFERENCES AIRED IN 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

3. AN EDITORIAL IN LA PRENSA ON MARCH 3 STATES THAT LOPEZ 
WHILE IN PANAMA ON HIS RECENT VISIT, REMARKED THAT THE 
REESTABLISHMENT OF CONSTITUTIONAL ORDER IS DESIRED BY THE 
HONDURAN PEOPLE. THE EDITORIAL DECLARES THAT IT FULLY 
AGREES WITH A RETURN TO CONSTITUTIONALITY RATHER THAN A 
CONTINUANCE OF THE PRESENT DE FACTO SITUATION. IT EMPHASIZES 
THAT HONDURANS SHOULDD BE ABLE TO ELECT THEIR OWN LEADER AS 
STATED IN THE CONSTITUTION AND THAT LEGITIMACY CAN BE 
CONFERRED ONLY IN THAT WAY. 

4. COMMENT: THE PAID AD IN LA HORA WAS PROBABLY PLACED 

BY EITHER REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE DIRECTION OF THE GOH REFORM PLANS OR BY THE 
NATIONALIST PARTY. THE CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION HAS BEEN IN 
TOUCH WITH ITS COUNTERPARTS IN NICARAGUA AND GUATEMALA TO 
EXPLAIN ITS POSITION IN REGARD TO AGRARIAN REFORM. 

NATIONALIST PARTY PRESIDENT, RAFAEL BARDALES BUESO, 

RECENTLY TOLD EMBOFF THAT PARTY INTENDS TO SEND EMISSARIES 
TO NICARAGUA AND GUATEMALA TO EXPLAIN THEIR OPPOSITION 
TO "PRO-COMMUNIST" TENDENCIES OF LOPEZ GOVERNMENT. 

IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT SUCH ACTIVITIES CAN DO LITTLE BUT 

CAUSE CONCERN TO THOSE GUATEMALAN AND NICARAGUAN LEADERS 

WHO ARE ALREADY WORRIED ABOUT GOH PLICIES. 

SANCHEZ 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT REFORM, PRESS COMMENTS, PARTY LEADERS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, POLITICAL SITUATION, 
OPPOSITION PARTIES, SPEECHES, PROPOSALS (BID) 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 04 MAR 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974TEGUCI00918 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: TEGUCIGALPA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740369/aaaacmij.tel 

Line Count: 94 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: TEGUCIGALPA 0836 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 SEP 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 SEP 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <03 JAN 2003 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONTINUED CRITICISM OF GOH REFORM PLANS 
TAGS: PINT, HO, (RAMIREZ, ROBERTO), (LARDIZABAL, FERNANDO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



